In the title compound, [Zn(C 18 H 28 NO) 2 ]ÁCH 2 Cl 2 , the Zn II atom is N,O-chelated by two crystallographically independent salicylaldehyde imine ligands, leading to a distorted tetrahedral coordination sphere. The dihedral angle between the planes of the two metallacycles is 88.69 (6) . Intramolecular non-classical C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions are observed. In the crystal, the complex molecules stack into columns along the a axis. Dichloromethane solvent molecules are situated in the voids of this arrangement. 
Related literature
For backgroud to poly(lactide) (PLA) and its copolymers, see: Wheaton & Hayes (2011); Chen et al. (2006) . For the use of bulky ligands coordinating to the active metal site to avoid undesirable transesterification during synthesis of lactides by ring-opening polymerization (ROP), see: Wu et al. (2006) . For a highly active zinc catalyst for the controlled polymerization of lactides, see: Williams et al. (2003) ; Chamberlain et al. (2001) . For the preparation of zinc salicylaldehydeimine complexes, see : Chisholm et al. (2001) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
S2. Refinement
Reflection (011) was affected by the beamstop and was omitted from the refinement. H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with a C-H distances of 0.95 (aromatic) and 0.99 Å (methylene) and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C), and 0.98 Å for CH 3 [U iso (H)= 1.5U eq (C)].
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title complex with atom labelling and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
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Figure 2
View of the crystal structure of title compound; H atoms are omitted for clarity. Special details Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. (7) 0.0042 (7) 0.0008 (7 
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